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the world/* and saw the lovers on their beautiful
island, " Looking only in each other's eyes, and
never finding any sorrow there.55 The old king,
remembering, perhaps, his early days, pitied
them at first. But human pity is usually short-
lived. Day after day seeing the same love-lorn
objects in. the magic mirror, he grew very angry
and decided to make the lovers9 embraces im-
possible in future. The king succeeded in casting
a spell and also in revealing his face td his son,
which so pricked the young man's conscience that
he and Absal left their beautiful island and re-
turned to their city. But here Salaman was torn
with conflicting thoughts about his- beloved
Absal. Memories of the island garden came
back to him again. In this melancholy state of
mind the lovers again journeyed forth into the
desert, this time to cut down branches and burn
themselves to death. " Hand in hand - they
sprang into the fire." While one little hand
slipped away from its hold and one fair body
fell among the flames, Salaman remained
unscathed.

It was after this sad scene that the sage ex-
plained the nature of Celestial Love, and revealed
to Salaman's weary eyes the beautiful goddess,
Zuhrah. Little by little Salaman came to regard
his old earthly love as "The bondage of Absal,"
a thing merely of the senses, whereas this new
Knowledge, this Love, belonged to the " Harvest